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	Title: Improving outcomes in children with HIV: what does telomere length dynamics tell us?
General Comments from Reviewer: - The manuscript presents a valuable contribution to the understanding of telomere length dynamics in children with HIV and highlights the importance of early ART. Addressing the identified weaknesses and incorporating the suggested improvements would strengthen the study and its impact on pediatric HIV care.
· The focus on telomere length dynamics in children with HIV is highly relevant, as it addresses a crucial aspect of pediatric HIV care, particularly in high-burden settings.
· The manuscript provides a thorough analysis of TL dynamics, highlighting the impact of early antiretroviral therapy (ART) on TL and immunological health.
· The results are clearly presented, with appropriate use of figures and tables to illustrate key findings.
· Adding more longitudinal data points between 2 and 5 years and beyond 5 years would provide a deeper understanding of TL dynamics and the long-term impact of ART.
· The manuscript does not extensively discuss potential confounding factors that could influence TL, such as nutritional status, environmental factors, and genetic predispositions.
· There are instances of inconsistent terminology, particularly in the description of statistical methods and results, which could be clarified for better readability.
· Provide a more detailed discussion on potential confounding factors and how they were controlled or accounted for in the analysis.

The article can be published after minor revision.



